
It’s warm. It’s sunny. It’s tee time in Indiana. 
 
By Sally Campbell Grout 
 
What’s a lovelier summer site than a lush, green Indiana lawn? How about 
a lush, green lawn with 18 (or 27) little holes in it? Indiana is filled with 
fabulous golf courses that offer a variety of experiences. So book your tee 
time, brush off your spikes, and get ready to play as many courses as you 
can this summer. (Provided you’re finished with your yard work, of 
course.)  
 
You can improve your swing. And that’s no blarney. 
Blackthorn Golf Club in South Bend (574-232-4653) combines serious 
golf with a little “blarney” for a rewarding experience. The course, 
designed by Dr. Michael Hudzan and opened in August of 1994, is a 19-
hole layout, but it’s the first hole that sets the tone for the day. Known as 
the “Blarney Hole,” this one is billed as “the ultimate mulligan.” It’s a 
short par four that plays over a pond to a well-bunkered green. And if you 
hit the Blarney Stone with your tee shot, you’ll receive a complimentary 
logo ball. For golfers looking to improve their game, the Blackthorn Golf 
Academy offers golfers of all playing abilities the chance to participate in 
group clinics, individual lessons, and specialty instruction. As you work 
on your swing, your instructor will help you feel the swing style that’s 
right for you. 
 
A fresh use for the land. 
When Terry W. Smith, president of Rock Industries, Inc. wondered what 
to do with the land his company had mined out nearly 40 years earlier, the 
answer became clear: golf. Why? Well, first, like a huge percentage of 
people in the world, he enjoyed the game. And second, two of his sons had 
chosen to pursue golf careers. In June of 1994, Rock Hollow Golf Club in 
Peru (765-473-6100) opened its first nine holes for play; in June of 1995 
the 18-hole Championship Golf Course opened. Designed by Indianapolis 
native Time Liddy (who is a protégé of world-renowned golf course 
architect Pete Dye), Rock Hollow has a unique terrain that incorporates 
natural surroundings. Players will find old-growth forests, wetlands filled 
with cattails, and, of course, perfectly placed rocks. Rock Hollow is also 
the home course of 2002 Buick Classic Champion Chris Smith.  
 
Two courses to study. 
Purdue University is synonymous with academic excellence. But as home 
to the incredible Birck Boilermaker Golf Complex (765-494-3139), it’s 
known for golf excellence as well. Along with a full- featured practice 
facility, the Birck Boilermaker Golf Complex offers two 18-hole 
championship courses. If your strength is accurate shooting, take the rest 
of your foursome to the Ackerman Hills course. Here, narrow fairways 



and plenty of obstacles give the “eagle eye” shot the advantage. Every 
player will enjoy the hilly, forested terrain and greens that are protected by 
trees and sand traps. The Kampen Course, designed by legendary designer 
Pete Dye, features thousands of trees, six ponds and more than 10,000 
wetland plants. In fact, the Kampen Course fulfills Dye’s dream of a 
course that serves as a living laboratory for environmental researchers and 
students. 
 
It starts with the Longest Drive. 
The road you take to Prairie View Golf Club in Carmel (317-816-3100), 
appropriately named Longest Drive, offers you your first glimpse of the 
beautiful course, which is located on 206 acres. You’ll drive by one of five 
lakes and the clubhouse which features 1830’s era architecture. Then 
you’ll experience the course. Designed by Robert Trent Jones, Jr. (his first 
course in Indiana), Prairie View utilizes the natural beauty of the area, 
including large oak and sycamore trees, a clear stream, lakes, and natural 
wetlands. If you want to make sure your game is at its best before you take 
to this spectacular course, you can try Prairie View’s top-notch practice 
facility. Home to Indiana’s largest bent grass practice tee, this facility 
allows you to hit into four bent grass target greens precisely spaced 
throughout the six-acre site.  
 
A father and son project. 
It’s not unusual to find a father who passes his love of playing golf onto 
his children. But a father who designs golf courses, and shares that passion 
with his offspring, isn’t something you find every day. Otter Creek Golf 
Club in Columbus (812-579-6585) showcases the talents of two members 
of an incredible gifted golf family. Robert Trent Jones created the original 
18 holes of this course, which opened in 1964. Jones utilized the rolling 
landscape to create the course, so often it’s “nature” that challenges 
players. Several years later, Jones’ son, Rees Jones, was asked to design 
an additional nine holes to work in harmony with his father’s design. Rees 
Jones’ course opened in 1995 with a “Links” look. These additional nine 
holes offer players of Otter Creek additional tests of skill, and more 
opportunities to enjoy the beautiful landscape.  
 
Golf with a capital “Z.” 
What do you get when you combine Masters and U.S. Open Champion 
Fuzzy Zoeller with Zoysia grass fairways? The naturally beautiful 
Covered Bridge Golf Club in Sellersburg (812-246-8880). Zoeller, an 
Indiana native, designed this 18-hole, par-72 course, which incorporates 
five lakes, a creek, and forested areas. Ready to ride? All tees are 
connected by paved cart paths; carts can also be driven anywhere on those 
Zoysia grass fairways. Stay and play packages are also available.  
 
A place for year ‘round fun. 



With its famous toboggan run at Pokagon State Park (260-833-2012), 
Angola, Indiana is known for wintertime fun. However, Glandarin Hills 
Golf Club (260-624-3550) makes this community a great place to visit in 
the warm weather, too. This peaceful course rolls across 262 acres in 
Northern Indiana; guests can enjoy a driving range, private or group 
instruction, and tournament or group outings.  
 
One course, two personalities. 
Players who try the Honeywell Golf Course in Wabash (219-563-8663) 
are likely to describe it as two courses on one. The front nine and back 
nine were built in two totally different time periods, and each is different. 
The front nine is longer and more open; the back is “short and tight” and 
features the only back-to-back par threes in the state. 
 
A real pro who designs courses for every player. 
When you’ve played as much golf as Hale Irwin, you know what makes a 
course worthwhile. Irwin’s commitment to incorporating existing 
environment with land planning is evident in Coyote Crossing Golf 
Course in West Lafayette (765-497-1061). Outings and instruction are also 
available. 
 
Don’t forget to keep your head down. 
With so much natural beauty at Heartland Crossing Golf Links in Camby 
(317-630-1785), you’ll have to remind yourself not to look up until you’ve 
completed your swing. The course is filled with fescue, prairie grasses, 
wildflowers, water, sand, and bent grass tees, fairways and greens.  
 
What’s in a name? 
Although Indiana residents can’t quite agree whether to call a certain body 
of water Lake Monroe, Monroe Lake, or Monroe Reservoir, they can 
agree that a golf course overlooking it, Eagle Pointe Golf Resort near 
Bloomington (812-824-4040) is a picturesque place to play. This par 71, 
championship course features rolling hills, two cascading waterfalls, and 
more than 100 sand bunkers. Also on site: a driving range and practice 
greens, dining, tennis, swimming, banquet and meeting facilities, and 
luxurious condominiums. Make it a weekend event with a stay-and-play 
package or golf lessons.  
 
The highs and lows of a great game. 
What makes playing at Quail Crossing Golf Club in Boonville (812-897-
1247) particularly interesting? Is it the course design that’s reminiscent of 
Shinnecock Hills? The prairie grasses that provide a suitable habitat for 
quail? The dogwood trees and wildflowers? Perhaps. But one of the 
courses most dramatic features (or five features, depending on how you 
look at it) is the fact that five of the holes were carved from an old mining 



quarry and are played from abrupt elevation changes. In fact, the 8th hole 
drops 40 feet from the tee to a very narrow three-club green.  
 
Just getting warmed up? To order a free Indiana Golf and Travel Guide, 
and to find warm weather fun all over the state, visit enjoyindiana.com. 


